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Abstract

The functors tense and aspect are parts of grammatical categories that appear in-
between the subject noun phrase and the verb phrase in sentences inYoruba language.
It was realised that research findings on these functors in Akuingba-Akéké dialect (AAD)
have been invariably neglected in the literature. Therefore, the study investigated these
grammatical categories of tense and aspect in Akungba-Akéké dialect in Ondé state.
Audio recorded interviews were conducted involving eight native speakers whose age
ranged from 40 to 80 years. X-bar theory was used to explain the collected data. The
findings revealed that ‘4’ is the future tense marker in AAD where ‘a’ and ‘y60’ occurred
in Standard Yoruba (SY); items ‘4’ and ‘I’ are habitual aspect markers in AAD while
marker ‘maa i’ are used in SY. The markers ‘I’ is the progressive aspect marker in the
dialect where marker 1’ is used in SY. In addition, ‘kd’ remains the perfect aspect marker
in AAD where ‘ti’ is used in SY. The paper founded that two types of tense and three types
of aspect occurred in AAD. More so, the similarities and differences exist between the
markers of the functors. The study therefore recommended that future researchers
should work on how item ‘4" occurs as the future tense marker and progressive aspect
marker in AAD where they have distinct markers in SY.
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Introduction

Yoruba language is one of the major languages in Nigeria. It is widely spoken within and
outside Nigeria. Its speakers can be found mainly in the following states: Qy6, Ogun,
Ondé, Ekiti, Lagos, Kwara and part of Kogi States. Akékéland is in Ondé state where they
are speaking Akékoé dialects. Akékoéland is referred to as the most linguistically diverse
area of Yorubaland and there are several other languages spoken in the area because
their settlers came from different communities. This means that many dialects exist in
the region because there is no single Akéké dialect (Fadoro, 2014:198; Olimuyiwa, &
Oshodi, 2012:1). Among the Ak6ké dialects are Oba, Oka, Akl‘mgbé, Ikare, Ibérapa,
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Ayégtinlé, Stpare, Ikaré, and Ifira. The dialects spoken are being named by the name of
the towns or communities. Akuingba-Akéké is located in Akéké Southwest Local
Government Area of Ondé State.

In everyday conversation, language is used as a medium of exchanging ideas, feelings,
thoughts and emotion which may be in form of written or oral. When there is a
relationship between two persons, there is always a reference to the time when an action
or event takes place. This is why Oglinmodimu (2013:5-6) states that ‘Tense is a
grammaticalised expression of location in time’. It shows when an action takes place.
There are inflections such as -s, -ed, -ing, attached to the main verb for indicating the
time of an event in English language. Such inflectional morphemes do not occur in
Yoruba language because Yoruba has zero morphological realisation of time. This means
that Yoruba does not have morpheme to indicate time of an action, the use of ‘y6¢’
‘will/shall’ exists to indicate future tense in Yoruba language. In addition, there is always
a reference to an event when it is ongoing, happening at all times or the event that has
already completed which is known as aspect. Therefore, tense and aspect are  inter-
related but it is not easy to keep them apart (Fabunmi, 2001:4).

X-Bar Theory

X-Bar theory is propounded by Noam Chomsky (1981). It is one of the modules of
Government and Binding theory. It is a universal theory and its focus is that all
syntactically complex categories of every human language are formed according to
universal structural principles (Bussman, 1998:527). This means that the syntactic
categories or lexical words such as Noun, Verb, Pronoun, etc., are structured to form
phrasal category and phrases are merged together to form a sentence. It shows that there
is a relationship between the head of a phrase and its complement(s).

The head of a phrase can be parts of speech such as Noun, Verb, Pronoun, etc., and it is
obligatory while its complement is optional. This is why Haegeman (1998:104-105)
states that the part of the grammar regulating the structure of phrase is known as X-Bar
theory. In addition, all phrases are headed by one head in order to meet up the
presentation of endocenticity requirement. This is a situation whereby every phrase has
a head element as the only obligatory constituent. N projects NP, V projects VP while P
projects PP (prepositional Phrase). X-bar theory describes different phrasal structures
in relation to head parameter.

In X-bar theory, there is also a projection principle which Ouhalla (1999:111) explains
that projection principle means representation at which syntactic levels are projected
from the lexicon, in that they observe the subcategorisation properties of lexical item. It
means that the topmost node is the highest projection of the lower node. All the heads
are terminal nodes and zero projection at the word level. This is used as X° (X without
bar). The combination of X and its complement formed the intermediate projection (X!)
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while Specifier (Spec) and X! are combined to form the maximal projection (XP/X!) as
shown below..

€y

XP/X!  —» Spec, X!
X! —> X, YP
The presentation of the summary in (1) can be diagrammatically seen.

2) (a) XP /X1 (b) XP/X1

(3)

4)

Spec )‘1\ Or YP }\

Xo YP X ZP
(Haegeman, 1998:105) (Ouhalla, 1999:115: Carnie, 2007:188)

In (2a & b), XP/X! is the maximal projection. Spec is a functional term which is
regarded as daughter of XP /X!, and sister to X!. This means that Spec and X! are
the daughters of the same mother XP/XI. Xl is a mother’s node. Spec occurs as
the subject, therefore, X! is the intermediate projection (or single-bar projection)
because it occurs between the topmost phrasal category and head (word level,
Xo /X). The levels of projection can be shown below.

Xu —» Maximal projection (phrasal level)

X —> Intermediate projection

Xo /X — Head/ word Level

In (3), X'represents phrasal level such as Noun Phrase (NP), Verb Phrase (VP),
Prepositional Phrase (PP), Adverbial Phrase (AP), etc. X! represents the
intermediate projection which occurs in between the phrasal level and word
level while X is a head. Therefore, this theory is useful for the analysis of tense
and aspect in Akuingba-Akékoé dialect (AAD).

Tense and Aspect in Standard Yoruba (SY)

Ajongolo (2005:118) explains that tense is a grammatical category that relates
the time of an event to the moment of utterance. This means that tense deals with
the relationship which exists between the times when an event takes place in a
particular speech. There are two tenses in Standard Yoruba which are future and
non-future tenses (Bamgbodsé, 2010:167). Future tense (FUT) refers to an action
that is about to happen after the time of speech. The auxiliary verbs are used for
it. They are ‘y60/maa/4’ ‘shall/ will’ as its indicators. [t means that an action has
not happened at the moment of speech and it has not taken place before it
(Ajiboye, 2010/2011:39). This can be exemplified here.

(i) Olu agbée ‘Olu will carry it’

(i) 0j6 y60 stin ‘0j6 will sleep’

210 | Page



(JESTP); Journal of April, 2024

Educational Studies, Trends & Practice

)

(6)

()

(8)

)

(10)

Oshodi (2010:5-6) explains that non-future tense indicates an action that has
taken place in times past or that is happening presently in SY. It contains the
meaning of the present as well as the past time. This can be shown below.

) Délé ga ‘Délé is tall’

(ii) Omo naa karu ‘The child is short’

Aspect is a grammatical category that deals with whether a particular event is
ongoing or happening at all times or the event has already completed. Three
types of aspect are identified in SY, these are unmarked aspect, imperfective
aspect and perfective aspect (The unmarked aspect (UMA) can be past or
neutral. It is past if its verb is an action verb such as ‘19’ ‘go’, ‘rin’ ‘walk’, ‘ra’ ‘buy’,
‘10’ ‘use’ etc.,, as shown in (6a). Also, UMA may be neutral if its verb is not an
action verb such as ‘md’ ‘know’, ‘tébi’ ‘big’, ‘ni’ has/have, etc (Bamgbdse,
1986:27;2010:167; Qladgun, 2014:125). This can be seen below:.

(a) (i) Adé pé won ‘Ade called them’
(i) Adé ri mi ‘Ade saw me’

(b) ) Mo mo gbogbo won ‘I knew all of them’
(ii) A gbagbé 0rg naa ‘We forgot the word’ (Bamgbose,
2010:167)

Imperfective aspect focuses on the internal structure of an action or as it relates
to time (Bamgboése 2010:167). This means that an event is seen within the time
of an action. This may be progressive or habitual. Progressive aspect addresses
an ongoing event. It means that an action is still in progress. Its marker in SY is
‘" (which bears a high tone) as being demonstrated below.

(1) Mo 119 ‘Tam going’

(i) Anjeun ‘We are eating’

Habitual aspect expresses that an action is usually happening at all times which
means that the event is usually taking place every time or always. Its markers in
SY are ‘maa 1, ‘a maa’ ‘always’ as seen below.

(i) 0 maa 1 puré ‘He/she always tell lie’

(i) Walé a maa ponmi ‘Wale always fetch water’ (Ajiboye, 2010/2011)
Perfective aspect (PAS) is concerned with the relationship in a state of event. It
means that the event has taken place before making reference to it. There are
two types of PAS in SY. These are present and past perfect aspects. Present
perfect aspect refers to an event in which its beginning has been ended and the
work is still going on. Its markers are ‘a4 ti maa, ti maa’and ‘ti i’ (Fabunmi,
2012:104). This can be exemplified.

(i) Aatimaalo “We would have been going’

(i) Wén ti maa bo ‘They might have been coming’

(iii)  Olutin korin ‘Old has been singing’ (Bamgbdse,  2010:169-
170).

Past perfect aspect (PAS) indicates that an event described has completed or an
action is already concluded. Item ‘ti’ is its marker in SY (Olumuyiwa, 2012:5).
This can be seen here.

(i) Adé ti jeun ‘Ade had eaten.

(i) Ay¢ ti stn "Ay0 has slept’
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(11D

(12)

Tense and Aspect in Akungb4-Akéké Dialect (AAD)
Future tense (FUT) expresses an action that is about to happen after the time of
speech. It indicates that an action has not happened at the time of speaking. Its
marker in Akliingba-Akéké Dialect is ‘4’ as shown.

AAD SY

(i) Iye/yeyemi 4 wa lya mi a4 wa
Mother my FUT come Mother my FUT come ‘My mother will come’

(i) Oma & gbo Omo 4 gbo

Child FUT hear Child FUT hear ‘Child shall hear’
(iii) A a gbe-é/giré A 6 lo/Aalo

We FUT go We FUT go ‘We shall go’

In (11i-iii), noun phrase (NP) occurred at the subject position in each sentence.
The future tense marker ‘4’ occurred after the NP-subject and preceded the verb
phrase while the marker ‘0’/ y60’ is used in SY in (11iii). The formation of
each lexical word is derived from the lexicon in the dialect. There is no NP-object
position in the presented data. The occurrence of FUT in AAD can be shown
diagrammatically here.

Iye/ Yeye mi 4 wa (SY: Iya mi 4 wa) ‘My mother will come’

0 o
|
Q
Iye/Yeye mi a wa

In (12), it was observed that the Inflectional Phrase (I!) is the maximal projection
which occurs as a sentence. I dominates N! and I!.Also, I is a mother’s node for
NI and I! which occur as another different phrases. N! is the intermediate
projection between N! and N (the word level). In addition, N and I' are the
daughters of Il NIl is the sister to I'. ‘Iye/Yeye mi’ is in the Specifier (Spec),
‘Iye/Yeye’ is at the word level and it takes Pronoun ‘mi’ as its complement.
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‘Iye/Yeye’ is the head word which is the name of the phrase. ['"dominates I ‘4’ and
VI which is another phrase. VI dominates V!, while ‘wa’ ‘come’ is the head word
which gives the name to the verb phrase (V!).

Non-Future Tense in AAD

Non-future tense shows that an action has occurred before the time of reporting
to someone about it. It means that non-future tense refers to the event that has
happened in AAD. This tense does not have any marker in the dialect as shown

here.
AAD SY
13) @ 0 né atd/ 6 natud 0 ni fila
He/she has cap He/she has cap ‘He/she has a cap’
(i) Oma naa gun Omo naa ga
Child the tall Child the tall ‘The child is tall’
(i) M/N mo M/N mo
I know I know ‘I know’
(iv) Alé/elé 1é Ile su ‘It is dawn’
Evening night Land night

(14)

It is noticed in (13) that NP and VP are structured together in the formation of
each sentence. NP-subject preceded VP. Each word is selected from the lexicon
for making the grammatical sentence. There is no maker between the NP-subject
and VP in the sentence formation in AAD. In addition, V ‘ni’ is changed to ‘né’ as
a result of vowel shifting hypothesis in AAD. The study exemplified
diagrammatically the occurrence of non-future tense below.

0 né ata (SY: O ni fila) ‘He/she has a cap’

N! I v"|
|
N (Pro) Vi
/\
\ N}
g y
N|
0 né atd
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In (14), I'is the maximal projection and dominates Nl'and I It is the mother’s
node for both of them. N!'is a non-branching node and occupies the Spec position.
Nl'and I! ‘né fila’ are daughters of ['and that N! is the sister to I.. N! occurs as the
intermediate projection because it is between N!'and N (Pro) while ‘0’ ‘Pronoun’
‘He/she’ occurs at the word level. It is the head word that gives the name hence
we have the noun phrase (N). On the other hand, I' dominates V! because I is
unmarked. V! occurs as the intermediate projection and is a branching node
which dominates V “né’ ‘has’ and N! is the intermediate projection while N ‘atu’
occurs at the word level.

Aspect in Akiingb4-Ak6ké Dialect (AAD)
Aspect has to do with the way by which an event relates with time. This means
that aspect depicts the time at which an event occurs in the examined dialect.
There are three types of aspect in AAD, they are unmarked aspect, imperfective
aspect and perfective aspect.
(a) Unmarked Aspect (UMA) in AAD

This type of aspect usually indicates the past event if its verb is an action
verb or main verb such as ‘mu’ ‘drink’, ‘ri’ ‘see’, ‘pon’ ‘ripe’, ‘rin’ ‘walk’, ‘jeun’ ‘eat’,
etc. The paper presented the occurrence of this in (15a). This aspect can be
neutral if its verb is stative i.e. not comparable such as ‘m@’ ‘know’, ‘tébi’, ‘big’,
‘won’ ‘costly’, etc as shown.

AAD SY
(15a) (i) 06/0wo6n memo Wén mu emu
They drink-palm-wine  They drink-palm-wine ‘They drank palm-
wine’
(ii)  Ipakéke naa pén Eso naa pon
Fruit the ripe Fruit the ripe ‘The fruit is ripe’
(b) () M/N md Mo mo
Isg. know Isg. Know ‘I know/ I knew’
(ii) Ita ghdn Ata  won
Pepper costly Pepper costly ‘Pepper is costly’

In (15a & b), it shows that each of the sentence structures contains NP and VP.
NP preceded VP without marker to indicate unmarked aspect in the dialect. In
(15a,i), 06/0wén ‘They’ is a pronoun which occurred in the NP-subject position.
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VP ‘memo’ is the combination of V ‘mo’ and NP-object position ‘emo’. This can be
shown diagrammatically below.

(16) 06/0woén memo (SY: Wén mu emu) ‘They drank palm-wine’

n
Nl/\K

N! I Vi
| |
N (Pro} Vli
4]
06/0wén memo

In (16), I!is the maximal projection, I" dominates N and I}, it is also the mother’s
node for N!' and I1,; N! and I! are the daughters for I}, and that N! is a sister to II,.
NI occupies the Spec position, N!is the intermediate projection while N (Pro)
‘06/0won’ ‘“They’ occurs at the word level. It is head word which gives the name
to the phrase. In addition, ‘I’ is a null category, V! is the maximal projection and
dominates V!which is the combination of the head word which is the verb (V)
‘mo’ ‘drink’ and NP-object ‘emo’ ‘palm-wine’ which occurs as its complement.

Imperfective Aspect in AAD

Imperfective aspect indicates that an event is either ongoing or that is usually
occurred at all times which means that it has become a normal routine. It may be
progressive or habitual.

(a) Progressive Aspect in AAD

The progressive aspect (PROG) describes that an action is ongoing or it has not
completed. It occurs with the use of high tone syllable as shown below.

AAD SY
a7rn o Ol i rin/rén Ol n rin érin
Olu PROG laugh Olu PROG laugh laughing ‘Olu is laughing’
(ii) i i wa iméto O n wa oko
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3ps. PROG drive car 3ps. PROG drive car ‘He/she is
driving a car’

(iii)  Mi in ko uwé Mo 1 ko iwé
1ps. PROG write book 1ps. PROG write book ‘1 am writing
a book’

(iv)  Oluuusa a wa Onigbaale n  bo ‘Owner of the broom

Broom-owner PROG arrive Broom-owner PROG arrive  is coming’

In (17), each of the sentence structures showed the combination of NP, PROG marker
and VP. NP preceded PROG markers before the VP. The observation here is that ‘i’ is the
PROG marker in (17i & ii) while the progressive assimilation occurs in (17iii & iv)
between the last vowel of NP-subject and the ‘I’ which is the base marker. Each of the
words is selected from the lexicon. This can be exemplified in the diagram here.
(18) Oluirin/ rén (SY: Olu 1 rin erin) ‘Olu is laughing’

Il

/\
AN
U
{1 -

\Y%
Olu i rin/rén

Itis revealed in (18) that I! is the maximal projection and dominates N!' and I'. Also, I is
a mother’s node for N and I; N and I' are daughters of . N occurs at the Spec (NP-
subject) without the complement because it is a non-branching node. N!'is a sister to I
NI is a projection which dominates N!. In addition, N!is the intermediate projection
between Nl'and N. More so, N ‘Old’ is the head word which gives the name of the phrase.
['dominates [ ‘I’ and V! which is another phrase called verb phrase. Vlldominates V. While
‘rin’/ ‘rén’ ‘laugh’ is the head word which named the phrase (V1).

Habitual Aspectin AAD
The habitual aspect (HAB) indicates an event which happens every time. Its markers are
‘1" and “@’. The occurrence of HAB aspect is shown here.

AAD SY
19) @ Adé i  korin Adé maan korin
Adé HAB sing-song Ade HAB sing-song ‘Ade usually sings’
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(i) Owén 4 jeun Wén a jeun
3pp. HAB eat 3pp. HAB eat ‘They usually eat’
(iii) Sadé aka kawé Sadé maan kawé ‘Sade usually
read a book’

Sadé HAB read-bookSadé HAB read-book

[t is shown in (19i-iii) that the structure of each sentence contains NP, HAB markers 1" /
‘a4’ and VP. The mentioned constituents are merged to form the grammatical sentences.
NP preceded HAB markers ‘1’ and ‘4" while the VP occurs after the markers. The
observation is that item ‘i’ HAB occurs in (19i), item ‘4’ occurs in (19ii) while item ‘a4 k&’
occurs in (19iii). The occurrence of HAB marker can be shown diagrammatically below.
(20) Adé i korin (SY: Adé man 1 korin) ‘Ade usually sings’

I

Nl/\l\\

N! I Vi

| |
/\

Adé i korin

N

In (20), it is observed that I the maximal projection, I dominates N!' and [}, it is also the
mother’s node for N and I',; N and I! are the daughters of I, and that N! is a sister to I
NIl is at the Spec position; N!is the intermediate projection while N ‘Adé’ occurs at the
word level without the complement. It is a head word that named the phrase. In addition,
I' dominates I and VI; VI is the maximal projection and dominates V! which is the
combination of the head word verb ko’ ‘sing’ and NP-object ‘orin’ ‘song’ (complement).

Perfective Aspectin AAD
Perfective aspect indicates that an event has already happened before the time of talking
about it. This means that the event has taken place before someone is thinking or talking
about it. This kind of aspect has two aspects which could be present or past as explained
here.
€)) Present Perfect Aspect in AAD
Present perfect aspect (PRE) refers to an event in which its beginning has been
ended and the work is still going on. Its markers are ‘ki ', ‘has been’. k4 a ka’
‘would have been’ and ‘yi i’ ‘has been’. It can be seen below.
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AAD SY

(21) (i)Dada kii fo aso re Dada timaanfo aso re
Dada PRE wash cloth Pro. Dada PRE wash cloth Pro.
‘Dada has been washing his cloth’

(i) Idowa kadaka Kkoli Idowd 4 ti maa kolé
Idowd PRE build-house Idowd  PRE build-house
‘They would have been building a house’

(iii) Finmiké yii{ diron/baron Funnké tin dirun
Finmiké PRE plait-hair Finnke PRE plait-hair
‘Finké has been plaiting the hair’

Data in (21) showed that the combination of NP, PRE marker and VP are merged
in the derivation of each grammatical sentence in AAD. This means that the PRE
markers ‘ki{’, ‘kd aka’ and ‘yi i’ with VP are combined to form each sentence. Each
of the words is selected from the lexicon. The occurrence of PRE markers in AAD
are shown in the diagram below.

(22) Dadakii foasore (SY: Dada ti maa n fo aso re) ‘Dada has been washing
his cloth’
I
I

N
N

d

A\
N v
NIl |
N
QlI|
di
| s
Q
Dada ki i fo aso ré
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(23)

(24)

In (22), I!is the maximal projection that dominates N!'and I It is the mother’s
node for both of them. N! is a non-branching node, N! and I! are daughters of I!
and that N! occupies the Spec. It is a sister to I. N! occurs as the intermediate
projection and N ‘Dada’ occurs at the word level. It is the head word that gives
the name attached to the noun phrase (N&). On the other hand, I! dominates I ki
i’ and VI. Vloccurs as the intermediate projection and is a branching node which
dominates V ‘fo’ ‘wash’ and another noun phrase at the object position. N ‘aso’ is
the head while Q! is its complement which is re’.
(b) Past Perfect Aspectin AAD

The past perfect aspect (PAS) refers to the action or event that had
happened completely. It is the event that had already ended in AAD. The PAS
marker is only ‘kd’ ‘had’ which occur before the verb in a sentence as shown in
below.

AAD SY
(1) Und ka ka Ind ti ku

Light PAS die Light PAS die 'Light had switched off”
(i) Egh6 ka ya Owé ti ya

Money PAS tear Money PAS tear ‘Money had torn’
(i) M/N ka moMo ti mo

1ps. PAS know 1ps. PAS know ‘I had known’

In (23), the combination of NP, PAS marker ‘kd” and VP resulted to grammatical
sentences in the dialect. NP precedes PAS marker and merged with VP. This
means that the PAS marker ‘ka’ is combined with NP-subject and V to form each
sentence. Each of the words is selected from the lexicon. The occurrence of PAS
marker in AAD is shown in the tree diagram below.

Una ka ku (SY; Ina ti ka) ‘Light had switched off’

M/IH\

| /\
I Vi

N!
| |
N Vi
|
|
v
Un4 ké Kt

In (24), I'is the maximal projection and the mother’s node of N and I' in which
they are the daughters of I, while N is a sister of I'. N occurs in the Spec. Nl'is a
projection on N! which is the intermediate level. N ‘Und’ light’ is at the word level
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(25)

(26)

(27)

and it is the head without complement because it is a non-branching node. Also,
N ‘Und’ is the head word which described the name of the noun phrase (NU). I!
dominates on I ‘kd” ‘light’ and V! which is another phrasal category, V! is the
intermediate projection and dominates V ‘kd’ which is the head without
complement.

Similarities and Differences between Tense and Aspect in AAD and SY

This is the comparison and contrasting of tense and aspect in the dialect and
Standard Yoruba. This will enable the paper to point out where both Akuingba-
Ako6ké dialect and Standard Yoruba relate and differ.

Similarities between Tense and Aspect in AAD and SY

The following are the similarities between tense and aspect in Akungba-Akoké

Dialect (AAD) and Standard Yoruba (SY) despite the fact that they are

inseparable. They are as follows:

(a) Both AAD and SY are tonal languages. It is because both dialects make
use of the three level tones when indicating tense and aspect as shown

here.

AAD SY
(i) Uba a joké Baba ajoko6 (FUT) ‘Father will sit’
(i) 0 né ati/ O natuu Onifild  (NFT) ‘He/she has a cap’
(iii) Itaghdn Ata wén (UMA)  ’Pepperis costly’

(b) Both dialects make use of future tense marker (FUT) ‘4’ to indicate that
an event has not happened and which will occur after the speech. This
can be seen below.

AAD SY

(1) Iye/Yeye mi & wa Iya mi 4 wé ‘My mother will come’

(ii) Oma & gbd Omo a gbd ‘Child will hear’

(iii)  Ubaajokod Baba 4jokoo ‘Father will sit’

(0 Both dialects don’t make use of any grammatical category to indicate the
non-future tense in their expressions, as reflected below.
AAD SY

(i) 0 né ati/ O natuu O ni fila ‘He/she has a cap’

(i) Alé1é/ Elél1é I1é sa ‘Itis dawn’

(ili) Omanaa gun Omo naaga ‘The child is tall’
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(d) There is no occurrence of unmarked aspect marker (UMA) in both AAD
and SY. This means that both dialects don’t make use of any grammatical
category to indicate UMA in their expressions as shown below.

AAD SY
(28) (i) Orim O ri mi ‘He/she saw me’

(i) Ipakéke yii pénEso yii pén ‘“This fruit is ripe’

(iii) Ulila [1é tobi ‘House is big’

Differences between Tense and Aspect in AAD and SY

Having examined the tense and aspect in AAD and SY, it is needed to identify

where both languages differ from each other. Therefore, the differences between

them are as follows:

€)) Future tense marker (FUT) ‘4’ is used in AAD where SY makes use of FUT
‘y60’ ‘shall/will’ to indicate an event which will take place after the
speech as shown below.

AAD SY
29) (1 Uba & joké Baba y60 jokoo‘Father will sit’

(ii) Iye/Yeye mi & wa Iyad mi 4 wa ‘My mother will come’

(ili) Omaagbod Omo a gbd ‘Child will hear’

(b) Item 1’ is used in AAD where SY makes use of marker i’ to indicate
progressive aspect (PROG). The occurrence of this is shown.

AAD SY
30 @ Oluirin/ rén Olu n rin erin ‘Olu is laughing’

(i) [{waimoto 0 1 wa oko ‘He/she is driving a car

(iii) Tandéijo Tandé 1 j6 ‘Tunde is dancing’

(© AAD makes use of ‘4’ and ‘1’ as habitual aspect markers where the marker
‘mda 11’ occurred in SY, as exemplified here.

AAD SY
G GO Olu i korin Oli maa 1 korin ‘Olu usually sings’

(ii) fisolé 0 1hjale ‘He/she is stealing’

(iii)  Oghénajeun Wén maa 1 jeun ‘They usually eat’

(d) Marker ‘yii’ ‘has been’is used in AAD for the present perfect aspect (PRE)
whereas  ‘tifi’ is being used in SY. This is shown below.

AAD SY
(32) (@ Iye/ Yeye mi yi i wo ulilya mi ti i wo ilé ‘My mother has been
entering into the
house’
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(i) Fanmiké yi i diron/ baron Funnké ti fi dirun ‘Finnké has been plaiting
The hair’
(e) [tem k4’ ‘had’ is used in AAD where SY makes use of ‘ti’ ‘had’ for indicating that
an event had happened before the time of speech. This is shown below.

AAD SY
(33) Una ka ku Ina ti ku ‘Light had switched off’
(ii) Egho ka ya Owo tiya ‘Money had torn’
(ii) M/Nkdmo Motimo ‘I had known’

Conclusion

The paper examined the related literature on tense and aspect in Yoruba dialects. It
explained the occurrences of tense and aspect in AAD, spoken in Ondo6 state. The study
identified two types of tenses which are future and non-future tenses in AAD and SY. The
findings revealed that non-future tense is a null category in the dialect. It also established
that three types of aspect (unmarked, imperfective and perfective aspect) existed in both
AAD and SY. In addition, it revealed that differences exist in the occurrences of tense and
aspect in the two dialects. The study contributed to the knowledge on syntax and
dialectology because it examined tense and aspect markers as they occurred in the
syntactic structures of AAD and SY.

Recommendations

The paper recommends the following for the study:

(1) Research should be carried out on item ‘4’ as the future tense marker and
habitual aspect marker in AAD where they have distinct markers in SY.

(i) The future researchers should conduct a research on the occurrence of item ‘1’ as
an indicator of progressive and habitual aspects in AAD whereby different
marker exists in SY.

(iii)  Research should be conducted on the variant of tense and aspect markers in AAD

and SY
List of Abbreviations
AAD Akungba-Akoéké Dialect
FUT Future Tense
HAB habitual Aspect
I Inflection
I! Inflectional Bar One
[u Inflectional Phrase
N Noun
Nt/ NP Noun Phrase
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NFT Non-Future Tense

PAS Past Perfective Aspect
PRE Present Perfective Aspect
Pro Pronoun

PROG Progressive Aspect
Spec Specifier

SY Standard Yoruba

UMA Unmarked Aspect

\% Verb

vi/vp Verb Phrase

Xu Maximal Projection

X! Intermediate Projection
X Head/ word Level
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